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 Kolton Gerald Strand was born 
on September 22, 2000, to Nicole 
Strand and Erik Strand. He was 
later joined by his brothers Connor, 
Cooper, and Lucas. Kolton says 
that he admires his parents be-
cause they have taught him how to 
mature and to grow up. 
 Kolton also answers to the nick-
name “Strand.” One of his favorite 
childhood memories is going out 
to Hyman’s house and jumping the 
little red four-wheeler. In elemen-
tary school, Mr. Hill was Kolton’s 

favorite teacher, because “he is a 
cool dude.” One of Strand’s favorite 
memories from elementary school 
is the Pilgrim Feast in kindergar-
ten. His favorite birthday was 
his 17th birthday, when he and a  
couple of friends went paintballing. 
His favorite family tradition is 
watching “Christmas Vacation” on 
Christmas Eve with his family. 
 During high school, Kolton has 
been involved in football, basket-
ball, baseball, golf, FFA, and 4-H. Of 
all these activities, football is his 

favorite. In fact, he earned Second 
Team All-District in football both 
his junior and senior years. He also 
likes playing Fantasy Football in his 
free time.
 After high school, Kolton plans 
to attend Indian Hills Community 
College and major in Automotive 
Technology. Kolton is passionate 
about cars and likes to work on 
them. He is currently working at 
Keota Transmission as a mechanic. 
He has also helped Tim Sieren on 
the farm. He says that these jobs 
have taught him how to work with 
his hands. 
 Kolton thinks that KHS is the 
best school to attend because they 
offer a good education. His favor-
ite class this year is On The Job 
Training, where he gets to work with 
his dad on cars. This job has taught 
him a lot and is preparing him for 
the future.  
 Kolton describes himself as or-
ganized and hard working. The three 
things he hopes to accomplish in 
his lifetime are to graduate from 
high school, graduate from college, 
and get a job. His hard work and 
dedication will certainly help him 
reach these goals. 
 After Kolton graduates, he will 

miss his classmates the most.  
He hopes other students and 
peers remember him as a good role 
model after he graduates from 
KHS. Lauren Imhoff, a classmate of 
Kolton’s, says, “Strand has been a 
good friend and a good time.”
 If Kolton could go back and do 
anything over again, it would be to 
do his homework early and not wait 
until the last minute. Therefore, 
his wise advice to future KHS stu-
dents is “get your stuff done.”
 We wish Kolton the best of luck 
at Kirkwood and in his future career 
in Automotive Technology.

STRAND STRIVES FOR SUCCESS 

BY PRESTON MCDONALD

 Pictured are members of the Choral Reading, 
“Sure Thing.” (L to R, B to F) Justin Moeller, 
Matthew Hyman, Trey Carlson, June Daing, Tyler 
Waterhouse, Austin Waterhouse, Sam Menke, 
and Nolan Verstraete.

ELEMENTARY 
SPOTLIGHT

BY BERGEN DALTON

 This week’s Elem-
entary Spotlight is 
Abel Hayes. Abel is 
5-years-old and is in 
preschool. Abel gets 
to see quite a few of 
his family members 
while he is at school 
since his twin sister, 
Tessah, is in his class 

and his mom, aunt, and grandma work at 
the school. His favorite part about school 
is getting to play outside. The thing he 
most looks forward to about school is 
when he gets to bring snack. I asked Abel 
what his favorite part about his teacher, 
Ms. Cleland, was, and his response was, 
“I like that she lets us get out early on 
Wednesdays sometimes.” Abel says when 
he is done with school he wants to join the 
Navy, just like his Grandpa Clive did. 
 Abel also shared with me what some 
of his favorite things are. When Abel is 
not in school he likes to play with his dad. 
Summer is the season Abel enjoys the 
most because he gets to swim, fish, and 
go camping. Abel told me his favorite ani-
mal is the crocodile and that his favorite 
sport is swimming races. When I asked 
Abel what his favorite food was, he had to 
do a lot of thinking, but he finally shouted, 
“Tuna fish sandwiches!” and proceeded to 
tell me that tuna has a lot of protein which 
makes muscles stronger.  Congratulations 
to Abel for being selected as this week’s 
Elementary Spotlight and we wish him the 
best as the years go on! 

  This week’s Coach of the Week 
is Mr. Jacobsen. Mr. Jacobsen is 
the coach for Keota’s seventh 
and eighth grade boys basketball 
teams. He started coaching this 
sport because he likes working with 
young people and seeing them grow 

and develop into good athletes 
and good people. Mr. Jacobsen 
has coached for five years now 
and coaches by the mottos “Get 
better everyday” and “Hard work 
beats talent when talent doesn’t 
work hard.” He most likes the team 
nature of the sport, because “the 
team must work together to ac-
complish great things.” 
 Mr. Jacobsen is most looking 
forward to helping all the athletes 
learn, grow, and mature this sea-
son. He is hoping to improve from 
last year’s record of 5-3 for the 
eighth graders, while improving 
their fundamentals of basketball. 
He ultimately hopes to achieve an 
undefeated record for the seventh 
graders and for the eighth graders 
to finish the season with a better 
record than last year. Mr. Jacobsen 
wishes all Keota teams the best of 
luck and says, “Go Eagles!”

COACH OF THE WEEK

BY TRISTAN SYPHERD

               

QUESTION 
OF THE WEEK
BY MATTHEW HYMAN

IF YOU EVER WON THE 
LOTTERY, WHO WOULD 

YOU TELL FIRST?

JUSTIN MOELLER
12TH 

MRS. WOLF
STAFF

LAUREN SIEREN
 11TH

CONNOR WOLTERING
10TH

MAKENZIE MILAM
8TH

WILL CARLSON
 7TH

“MY MOM” “I WOULDN’T TELL
ANYBODY”

 “MY GRANDPA” “MY PARENTS”“MY HUSBAND” “A LAWYER” 

GRANT GARMAN 
9TH

“MY PARENTS”

  This year’s Speech season 
started with Home Presentations, 
which were held on Wednesday, Jan. 
16. All of the performing groups 
did a great job in preparation for 
their upcoming District competi-
tion. The original District compe-
tition was to be held on Jan. 19 in 
Ottumwa, but the weather hindered 
the competition from being held. 
Therefore, the date was moved to 
a Monday night on Jan. 21. All but 
one of the groups made it past the 

District level and on to State. 
 Unfortunately, the weather 
caused more issues for the KHS 
Speech team. Due to school being 
cancelled for a total of eight days, 
most rehearsals were cancelled 
prior to the State Speech compe-
tition. Some Speech groups decid-
ed to take it upon themselves to 
practice at home before the com-
petition date arrived. 
 State Speech competition took 
place at Kennedy High School in 

Cedar Rapids on Saturday, Feb. 2. 
Despite the weather and the lack 
of practice time, all groups did an 
amazing job at the State level. 
Two groups were recognized by the 
judges as Outstanding Performers 
and will be going to All-State as 
non-performing groups. These two 
groups were the Readers Theatre 
group “Anna and August” and the 
Choral Reading group “Sure Thing.” 
“Anna and August” members are 
Trey Carlson, Cooper Sieren, Nolan 

Verstraete, Jenna Jaeger, Callie 
McNurlen, and Bailey Sieren. The 
members of “Sure Thing” are Trey 
Carlson, June Daing, Brianna Duwa, 
Matthew Hyman, Lauren Imhoff, 
Justin Moeller, Jillian Schulte, 
Austin Waterhouse, Taylor Conrad, 
Sam Menke, Nolan Verstraete, 
Tyler Waterhouse, and Lindsey 
Imhoff. 
 A big congratulations to all of 
the Keota Speech members and 
their coaches this year!

BY BERGEN DALTON

JUNIOR HIGH
ATHLETE OF 
THE WEEK

BY BRANDEN HYMAN
 This week’s 
Junior High 
Athlete of the 
week is Brandon 
Greiner. Brandon 
plays basketball 
for the eighth 
grade team.  He 

is looking forward to playing games this 
season and hopefully winning them, too. 
He wants to work on his shot the most so 
he can get better. His ultimate achieve-
ment would be to make a couple of threes 
or hit 25 points in a game. His motto is 
just “NOPE” whenever he blocks a shot. 
He plays center the most out of all po-
sitions. His favorite thing about this 
sport is scoring points. His funniest mo-
ment of the season is when he shot a half 
court shot and missed terribly. We wish 
Brandon the best of luck in the rest of the 
season!

JUNK
OR

JEWEL

 This week’s Junk or Jewel will go to 
Branden Hyman. Branden’s 1998 Ford 
Contour SE only has 63,000 miles on it. 
This beast of a car has a 4 cylinder, goes 
about 100 mph, and gets about 24 mpg 
Branden picked up this machine from 
his great grandma about 10 years ago 
and has had it ever since. This car can 
fit up to five people and the furthest it 
has ever gone is to Iowa City. Branden’s 
favorite memories in this car are going 
to Taco Bell with his friends and hang-
ing out in Washington. He most often 
travels to school and Washington for 
food. The people that travel with him the 
most are Justin, Austin, Jack, and Dave. 
His only bad memories are not getting 
to go to Taco Bell when he wanted to. 
Branden’s favorite thing about the car is 
the good gas mileage it gets. So now it’s 
your turn to decide. Is Branden’s car junk 
or a jewel?

BY JUSTIN MOELLER

HIGH SCHOOL
ATHLETE OF 
THE WEEK

BY MATTHEW HYMAN
 This week’s high 
school Athlete of 
the Week is Nolan 
Verstraete. Nolan 
is a post on the 
Varsity basket-
ball team. This 
season Nolan is 

trying to improve on defense. He really 
loves this sport because of how competi-
tive it is. While Nolan is being competitive 
on defense, his ultimate goal would be to 
dunk during a game. Nolan is looking for-
ward to seeing how the team plays in the 
post season. We wish Nolan, along with 
the rest of the team, good luck in the rest 
of this season.

BLAST 
FROM THE 

PAST
BY PAIGE THOMPSON

HOW WILL SENIORS 
RESPOND THE SECOND

TIME AROUND?
 Each week, we ask a 
Senior the same question 
they were asked for the 
Question of the Week 
when they were in 7th 
grade. Let’s see how their 
responses have changed 
over the years...

Austin Waterhouse
Q: If you could be any 

vegetable, what would you be 
and why?

7th:
A: “A carrot; I 
like to munch 
on them like 
bugs bunny.” 

12th: 
“I hate

 vegetables 
because they 
are gross.”

 This week’s teacher spotlight 
is Mrs. Lori Wolf. She teaches 
Home Economics and she is also 
the Guidance Counselor.  Mrs. 
Wolf has been a teacher at Keota 
High School for five years and she 
taught for an additional 30 years 
before that. She jokes that she got 
into teaching because she liked kids 

better than adults. However, she 
says the real reason is because she 
wanted to be able to make a differ-
ence in student’s lives and to help 
kids.  The most challenging part of 
her job is the coordination between 
the administration, teachers, par-
ents, and students. However, she 
says the struggles are all worth it 
when she is able to see students 
respond to what she is teaching. 
She also really enjoys graduation 
and getting to see the seniors re-
ceive all of their scholarships. Even 
though it is a long process, she 
says she enjoys getting to help ev-
ery senior to graduation. Mrs. Wolf 
also says that in her 35 years of 
teaching, the politics of teaching 
have changed a lot, whether that be 
for better or worse. She also thinks 
that there should be more women in 
the administration. It was a plea-
sure to be able to interview Mrs. 
Wolf and we wish her a great rest of 
the school year.

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

BY JILL SCHULTE

A SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR SPEECH

 Pictured are members of the Choral Reading, 
“Sure Thing.” (L to R, B to F) Jill Schulte, Taylor 
Conrad, Brianna Duwa, Lindsey Imhoff, and Lauren 
Imhoff.

 Pictured is the Readers Theatre group, “Anna 
and August.” (L to R, B to F) Bailey Sieren, Nolan 
Verstraete, Jenna Jaeger, Trey Carlson, Callie 
McNurlen, and Cooper Sieren.

 Pictured are Frankie Johnson and Lauren 
Imhoff performing their Ensemble “Remote.”

 Pictured are members of the One Act Play 
“Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon.” (L to R) 
Colten Clarahan, Anthony Westendorf, Grant 
Garman, Nikki Steege, Gina Bennett (filling in for 
Taylor Kindred) and Makenzie Jackson.

 Pictured from left to right are Dakota 
Detweiler, Drew Sieren, and AJ Sheetz in 
“Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon.”

 Pictured are members of the Ensemble group 
“Orvis.” From left to right are Sam Sieren, Michael 
McNurlen (filling in for Carson Sprouse), Patrick 
Clarahan, and Riley Hahn.

  From left to right are “Orvis” members Brady 
Duwa, Michael McNurlen (filling in for Carson 
Sprouse), Patrick Clarahan, Sam Sieren, Luke 
Hammen, and Riley Hahn.

 Pictured from left to right is the Improv group 
of June Daing, Ashyln Ross, and Averiy Axume.

 Pictured are Anna Duwa and Lexi Purkeypile 
performing in the area of Improv.

 Pictured from left to right are the members of 
the One Act Play, “Funeral Tea,” Mikayla Beatty, 
Addie Swanson, Kendall Wilson, Jaime Schulte, 
Anna Duwa, and Aaliyah Heldman.

 Pictured is the Ensemble group “Fan Play 
by Play.”  (L to R, B to F) Bryce Greiner, Chase 
Kindred, Max Johnson, and Joe Swanstrom.


